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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1.10, and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: each 
contains a spelling error. The word lest" should be "least" on line 1 of claims 1 and 15. 
and line 2 of claim 10. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 1 . 2. and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
table top is referred to as a "tabletop" in these claims. It is assumed that these terms 
are indicating the same structure; however, the same tenn should be used consistently 
(i.e. "table top"). Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 8 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: the "at 
least one opening" is referred to as only "the opening" on line 3 of each claim. The 
phrase "at least one" should be added. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 3, 5. and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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6. Regarding claim 3, it is unclear whether the "table portions" are the table top 
portions, or are portions of the table in general. Accordingly, the claim is deemed 
indefinite. 

7. Claims 5 and 6 both recite the limitation "said means to facilitate retaining" in the 
first line of the claims. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1, 2, 7, 8, 14-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Liang (US Patent Number 5778800). 

10. Regarding claims 1 and 15, Liang (Figures 1, 4, and 7) discloses a table (Figure 
1) positionable on a base surface (a floor or similar surface, which is not show, but 
would clearly be necessary to support the table), comprising: a tabletop (10, 1 1) 
provided with at least one opening (16) fonned within said tabletop, a waste receptacle 
(40) detachably secured within said at least one opening and suspended on engaging 
members (20, 30) extending along a periphery of said at least one opening, an opening 
cover (6) for selectively covering said at least one opening; and an adjustable support 
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means (legs 12, 18) secured to the table top for supporting said table top at a 
predetermined height above the base surface. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, Liang further discloses the tabletop is comprised of foldable 
portions (10, 1 1) hingedly connected to each other along a center line of the tabletop 
(see figures). 

12. Regarding claims 7 and 18, Liang further discloses said opening has an upper 
part (150) and a smaller size lower part (section below 150 forming the lower face of the 
groove), and wherein a peripheral (recessed) lip is formed between the upper part and 
the lower part, on which said cover rests when engaged to cover the opening. 

13. Regarding claims 8 and 16, Liang further discloses said cover is provided with an 
upper portion (upper portion of 6 including 60) configured to fit within the upper part of 
said at least one opening and including an upper surface (upper surface of 6) extending 
flush in a co-planar relationship with a top surface of the table top (see Figure 7), and a 
lower portion (below 60) configured to fit within the lower part of the opening. 

14. Regarding claim 14, Liang further discloses said adjustable support means 
comprises a plurality of supporting legs (12, 18) detachably engageable with the table 
top, and where each of said support legs can be selectively extended in length upon 
demand (18 slides within 12 and is locked with components 120, 180). 
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Liang '800 Figure 4 
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FIQ.I 

Liang '800 Figures 1 and 7 



15. Claims 1, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Brenny (US Patent Number 2683639). 

16. Regarding claims 1 and 15, Brenny (Figures 1 , 2, 4, and 5) discloses a table 
(Figure 1) positionable on a base surface (a floor or similar surface, which is not show, 
but would clearly be necessary to support the table), comprising: a tabletop (5) provided 
with at least one opening (10) fomied within said tabletop. a waste receptacle (21) 
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detachably secured within said at least one opening and suspended on engaging 
members (18) extending along a periphery of said at least one opening, an opening 
cover (14) for selectively covering said at least one opening; and an adjustable support 
means (legs 6) secured to the tabletop for supporting said tabletop at a predetermined 
height above the base surface. 

1 7. Regarding claims 7 and 1 8, Brenny further discloses said opening has an upper 
part and a smaller size lower part (the upper and lower parts can be seen in Figures 4 
and 5, and are described in column 2 lines 13-17), and wherein a peripheral (recessed) 
lip (12) is fomned between the upper part and the lower part, on which said cover rests 
when engaged to cover the opening. 

18. Regarding claims 8 and 16, Liang further discloses said cover is provided with an 
upper portion (upper portion of 14 seen in Figure 4) configured to fit within the upper 
part of said at least one opening and including an upper surface (upper surface of 14) 
extending flush in a co-planar relationship with a top surface of the table top (see Figure 
4), and a lower portion (lower portion of 14) configured to fit within the lower part of the 
opening. 

1 9. Regarding claim 1 0, Brenny further discloses a plurality of waste receptacle 
engaging members (multiple pieces 18) are secured to the table top within said 
openings. 

20. Regarding claim 12, Brenny further discloses said waste receptacle engaging 
members comprise hook-shaped members with hook partition extending inwardly into 
said at least one opening (see figures). 
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21. Regarding claims 13 and 17, Brenny further discloses a plurality of openings 
(10), and wherein a waste receptacle (21) is detachably secured within each of said 
openings. 




^5 . 

Brenny '639 Figures 1, 2, 4, and 5 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this OfTice action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liang in 
view of Bartelle (US Patent Number 587518). Liang discloses a table as recited in claim 
2 including a hinge (14) but does not disclose an inclined surface on a fold edge. 
Bartelle (Figure 2) discloses an inclined surface (viewed as 1 in Exhibit 1) on a fold 
edge. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include an inclined surface on Liang's table as taught by 
Bartelle because this could help support the table in an unfolded position. 

24. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Liang in view of Heisler (US Patent Number 2860383). Liang discloses a table as 
recited in claim 2 including a hinge (14) but does not disclose a means to facilitate 
retaining said foldable portions in an unfolded position. Heisler (Figure 5) discloses a 
platform/table with means (75-80 etc.) to facilitate retaining the platform in an unfolded 
position. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Liang's table to include means to facilitate 
retaining the platform in an unfolded position as taught by Heisler because this would 
strengthen and secure the table while in an unfolded position. 
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25. Regarding claims 5 and 6, Heisler's means for facilitating retaining the platfomi in 
an unfolded position comprise a plurality of pins (79, 80) detachably engageable with 
openings (77, 78) formed along fold edges of platform portions when the openings are 
aligned with the table top portions in an unfolded position, and an elongated (at least 
somewhat) flexible strip (75) engageable with a bottom surface of the table top along a 
fold line of the platform portions. 




Exhibit 1: Bartelle '518 Figure 2 
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Heisler '383 Figure 5 



26. Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brenny in view of Smith et al. (US Patent Number 4312507). Brenny discloses a table 
as recited in claims 8 and 15 but does not discloses a latch for the cover Smith (Figure 
1) discloses a tray/table (10) having a cover (15) with a latch (22) movable between an 
open position allowing the cover to be opened, and a closed position preventing 
opening of the cover. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Brenny's cover to include a latch as 
taught by Smith because this would allow the cover to be secured to the tabletop. 
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Smith et al. '507 Figure 1 



27. Claims 1 1 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brenny in view of Zeiders (US Patent Number 6675721). Brenny discloses a table 
as recited in claims 10 and 15 but does not disclose the waste receptacle comprising a 
mesh bag. Zeiders (Figures 1-3) discloses a table (10) with a receptacle comprising a 
mesh bag (38) having an upper edge adapted for securing it to the tabletop across an 
opening (36). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Brenny's table to use a mesh bag as 
taught by Zeiders because this arrangement would make the table more portable. 
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Zeiders '721 Figures 1-3 
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Conclusion 

28. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Birsel et al. (US Patent Number 6662732), Fraise (US 
Patent Number 6321662), Aldridge et al. (US Patent Number 5572934), and Polries (US 
Patent Number 5542359) references are cited for disclosing various aspects of the 
invention of the instant application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Gabler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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JAMES O. HANSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



